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The Golden Eagles 
starting point guard 
Karli O’Brien has prov-
en to be a vital factor 
for Laramie County 
Community College 
women’s basketball. 
And as a returning 
sophomore, her expe-
rience is paying off.

An-18 point 
game led the Golden 
Eagles to a win 
against Colorado 
State University club 
team, 79-22, on Nov. 
24. O’Brien seems to 
be on a hot streak. 
O’Brien currently av-
erages 14.3 points per 
game after nine games 
played thus far, which 

is nothing new for 
the Rapid City, South 
Dakota, native, as she 
averaged more than 11 
points per game last 
season. O’Brien is also 
grabbing 7 rebounds 
per game. 

“She attacks the 
ball off the rim, and 
she follows her shot,” 
third-year Golden 
Eagles coach Brian 
Ortmeier told the 
Wyoming Tribune 
Eagle. “She has a high 
IQ for the game and 
positions herself well. 
The ball comes right 
to her, and she gets a 
lot of second-chance 
opportunities.”

Though the season 
is just beginning, 
her experience as a 
returning sophomore 

is showing. O’Brien 
is one of five return-
ing sophomores who 
start for the Golden 
Eagles. According to 
O’Brien, the bond and 
familiarity with her 
teammates is leading 
to more success for 
her and her team.

“We knew each 
other last year, so we 
have that bond again 
this year,” O’Brien 
said.  

At the end of 
O’Brien’s freshman 
season, she was voted 
to the Region IX South 
All-Defensive Team, 
an award given by 
coaches in the region 
who are allowed to 
nominate only players 
not from their corre-
sponding school. Even 

with her exceptional 
freshman season, her 
experience has shown 
in her productivity. 

The Golden Eagles 
have taken advantage 
of O’Brien’s quick play 
and rebounding with a  
6-3 start this season.

 LCCC women 
basketball 
upcoming 
schedule: 
Dec. 4 at Otero, 
6 p.m. 
Dec. 7 at North 
Platte, 4:30 p.m. 
Dec. 8 at 
McCook 
Community 
College, 1 p.m. 

Height not a factor for success

Leading the way:
O’Brien is currently averaging 14.3 points per game, and 
averages seven rebounds per contest. 
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alive, because the 
NL is only getting 
better. 

NBA: 
I don’t have a 

specific team in the 
NBA. I am a Russell 
Westbrook fan. He has 
the energy and love 
for the game unlike 
anyone I’ve ever seen. 
Also, Durant is not a 
snake for going to the 
Golden State Warriors. 
He has won two rings 

and two finals MVPs. 
He wanted to win and 
no way was it hap-
pening in Oklahoma 
City. But like Alabama, 
I want to see the 
Warriors lose every 
game, just so they 
can’t make the finals. 
Lastly, Michael Jordan 
is the goat and always 
will be. LeBron James, 
who is an outstanding 
talent, don’t get me 
wrong, but is only a 
strong second. LeBron 
going to LA could put 

him over the top if he 
can lead a young team 
to a championship 
and the Lakers back to 
prominence.

If you disagree 
with any of the above 
statements, I’d love to 
debate about them. 
Please find me in the 
Wingspan Newsroom 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday through 
Thursday, Fine Arts 
building, room 155. 
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5-foot-2 libero Kyle 
Meltzer made the 
second team. For the 
Region IX tourna-
ment, Martin, Meltzer 
and Clark were 
named to the all-tour-
nament team. Albers 

also won Region IX 
North coach of the 
year for the second 
year in a row. 

Nelson notched 
the 1,000 kill-mark 
and Sturges passed 
the 1,000 assists mark 
on Nov. 16 against 
Snow College. 

According to 

Albers, the team was 
special to him and as-
sistant coach Madison 
Lacey, because they 
accomplished what 
Albers pushed all year 
which was Building It 
Bigger. 

“Thank you so 
much for turning 
this program into 

something special, for 
allowing me to coach 
you and trusting me 
and building it bigger. 
That’s been the motto 
all year and you guys 
100 percent got it 
done,” said Albers to 
his team after they 
beat Mineral Area 
College. 

Eagles improve national 
standing from ‘17 season


